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Consider these guidelines
for maintaining top-quality
growing media
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Even packaged potting media on the ground
can lead to contamination issues such as weeds,
pesticides or diseases.

By Todd Cavins

uality manufacturers of growing media

products, peat moss and aggregates

strive to produce and deliver products in

a safe environment that ensures product
freshness. Herbicides or other harmful chemicals
are not kept in or near the manufacturing facili-
ties. Every effort is made to select shipping carriers
that are reputable and agreements require them to
operate clean trailers. In order to ensure your satis-
faction, consider these suggestions and implement
similar safety and product freshness measures as
well to help maintain the quality of the products
you receive.

Inside Storage

It is preferable to store growing media products
inside a building with a clean, solid floor. Expo-
sure to excessive heat and sunlight causes decay of
packagingand accelerates degradation of nutrients
and wetting agents in mixes. Products should be
kept on shrink-wrapped and covered pallets until
time of use. No product should be stored under
or near chemicals such as herbicides, insecticides,
disinfectants or even fertilizers. Whether liquid
or dry, such chemicals can penetrate packaging
and affect the contents. Growing media products
should also be stored away from seed and seed
products such as bird food, livestock feed, and Though this pallet of vermiculite is well wrapped, — This paller of potting media is wrapped tightly with
forage or pasture seeds, which are common in not being on a solid stable surface may lead ro issues  a rain cap to reduce the impact of weather and make
warehouse and retail settings. when attempting to move it in inclement weather. shipping and receiving more convenient.
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Outside Storage

If it is necessary to keep potting
mixes, peat moss or aggregates out-
side, they should be stacked on pal-
lets or a raised platform to minimize
exposure to vegetation, water and soil.
The stacked bales or bags should be
shrink-wrapped and under an open-
air roof or covered with a tarp. The
goal is to eliminate direct sunlight
and precipitation, yet provide ample
circulation and prevention of heat
build-up. Prolonged heat exposure
can result in drying or hardening of
growing mixes and peat moss as well
as degradation of wetting agents. If
not protected appropriately, water
can enter loose-fill bags through the
vent holes if exposed to precipita-
tion. When growing mixes get wet
in the bag, nutrients can be lost and
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Above. The potting media is printed
with  additional  information  such
as a bar code, special formulation
information and product production
code dates.
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maximum efficiency.

a big difference.

Just call: 828-466-9500
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www.poppelmannUSA.com

Do You Know the Difference
Between a Rim and a Facet Rim?

Looking Closer Pays Off: Discover the
details of the TEKU® AddedValues - for

At first glance, it'sjust arim of a pot. When
youlook at it again, it reveals much more:
the facet rim guarantees best stacking
properties. Combined with high stability,

it ensures uninterupted de-stacking in the T ) o
pot dispenser. It is these little things that make @ Maximum Efficiency.

Discover all TEKU® AddedValues in detail.

Poppelmann Plastics USA LLC - 2180 Heart Drive - P.O. Box 459 - Claremont, NC 28610 - USA
Phone 828-466-9500 - Toll free 866-886-1556 - Fax 828-466-9529 - info@poppelmannUSA.com

More success for you — with the TEKU®
AddedValues of the VCC Series:

]
@) Better Plants.

L& Effective
¢/ Sustainability.

TEKU®

Write in 113

Drench Anti-Transpirant
Available in 55-gallon drums (shown)

and 2.5 gallon jugs.

NO WATERING FOR
UP TO 2 WEEKS

TREATED
WITH
STASIS

USE JUST PRIOR TO SHIPPING ON:
Annuals, Perennials, Trees,
Shurbs, Landscape Plants, Fruits,
Vegetables, Herbs, Fresh-cut
Flowers and Christmas Trees.

TREATED
WITH
STASIS

DA1023

GO,

Stasis® is a registered trademark of Natural Industries, Inc. Not registered in all states.
Always read and follow directions before buying or using this product. © 2010 Natural Industries, Inc.

Write in 114



Grow Your Profits

Increase Propagation Success

OASIS® WEDGE®, ROOTCUBES®,
and Fertiss® Growing Media
are known for their reliability
and consistency. For over 40
years we have improved
propagation success rates

for growers around the world.

Reduce Insects & Disease

Floralife® PA.C.®, Strip-IT® and
MicroBLOC® Greenhouse
Disinfectant sanitize surfaces
to limit plant losses from
disease and insects.

Prevent Ethylene Damage

EthylBloc™ Technology reduces
costly scrap and credits
associated with ethylene
damage. Flower life is increased
by up to 300% which improves
retail sell-through.
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Improve Water Management

Soax® Wetting Agents allows
for uniform wetting of soil
media, reduces inefficient
spot-watering, and helps
make fertilizers more effective.

Receive Technical Support

Feel confident knowing that
we support the products we
sell with an experienced staff
and on-site consultation. We
are with you every step of
the way.
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Call us today: 800-321-8286
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lime is activated causing pH to rise.
This leads to performance issues
when the product is used.

Products stored outside should not
be placed where they are subject to
drift, splash or spray from chemicals
used on farms, ranches, railroads,
power lines, ditches, manufacturing
facilities, roadways, etc. Further-
more, bales or bags kept outside are
more likely to pick up drifting weed
seeds that get caught in folds or stick
to the packaging.

Shelf Life

Normal stock rotation practices
i.e., first in/first out (FIFO) should
be observed with growing media
products. Ensure that your potting
mix ships to you soon after being
manufactured, and work with your
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Top: Note the potting media is stored
inside on a concrete floor. Bottom: This
peat moss was stored in a warehouse
where a ripped bag of seed spilled onto
the product. Even on sealed products
seeds and chemical residues can lodge
into seams and creases and make their

way into finished goods.

CLEAR VIMNYL SAUCERS
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whaoleyear@verizon. net

FOR YOUR POT PLANTS & BASKETS
YOU NEED mmw

CLEAR BASKET LIMERS %:
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CLEAR DEEP LIMERS

Wiiior: yiax 1-800-238-6694

117 B Docks Corner Road, Daylon, M) 08810, FAX: 732.238-1148
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www. wholeyeartroding.com
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99.8%
Boiler
- efficiency.

T

(800)
968.5530

ext.8110
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The potting media was stored near grass seed that had spilled. Note the seed on the
top of the bag as well as the seedling that germinated in the package vent hole.

Reputable growing media, peat moss and aggregates

manufacturers will perform extensive tests to assure quality.

potting mix manufacturer to be able
to read and understand their dating/
coding system. Ideally, all plug and
propagation mixes should be used
within the first six months of being
manufactured. If plug and germina-
tion mixes are one year or older from
the date of manufacture they should
be properly disposed.

Standard potting mixes should not
be stored for more than six months
cither. However, the usage of these
mixes may be possible up to one year.
If the product is older than one year
according to the production code on
the bag or bale, you should test the
mix for wettability prior to planting,

Controlled-Release
Fertilizers and Special
Additives

Some growing media manufac-
turers offer flexibility and conve-
nience by incorporating controlled-
release fertilizers (CRF), fungicides,
or other special amendments and
additives into growing mixes. How-
ever, precautions apply. Please note
that all controlled release fertilizers
are not created equal and therefore
manufacturers have specific storage
guidelines when they are added to
potting mixes. Most CRF manufac-
turers suggest that potting mixes be
used within one week after manufac-
turing, with some exceptions. Refer
to the CRF product label for specific
instructions on longevity and usage
of CRF incorporated potting mixes.

Incorporated biofungicides and
similar products can also have a shelf
life and are affected by storage condi-
tions such as temperature, moisture
and oxygen. It is important that the
mix not only be used rather quickly
(ideally within a few weeks; check

with the manufacturer) but also be
stored out of harsh conditions as
noted above.

Production Codes

Most reputable mix manufacturers
stamp or label their products in some
manner with production codes. For
example, Sunshine LC1 will have
an adhesive sticker on the side of the
bag or bale with a code such as E10
215, which means the product was
produced at the Elma, MB facility in
2010 on the 215th day of the year. A
placard is often attached to the pallet
shrink-wrap with the same informa-
tion. We encourage the education
of all employees on how to read and
understand the production codes. This
will aid in maintaining FIFO practices
and maximum mix performance.

In addition to producing quality
products, reputable growing media,
peat moss and aggregates manufac-
turers will perform extensive tests to
assure quality. Records and samples
are kept from each lot produced.
Every bag or bale should have a code
number and record, which should
be traceable to bills of lading and/
or invoices as needed. This infor-
mation can be very useful if a ques-
tion arises as to the quality or fresh-
ness of a product. As growers, you
should also keep records of these
numbers on your own invoices or
production records.

This information is for your protec-
tion. Follow these guidelines to pre-
vent damage to your profits!

Todd Cavins is technical specialist
with SunGro Horticulture. He can
be reached at 405.553.3751 or
toddc@sungro.com.



