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Euphorbia Princettia

Series

By Delilah Onofrey

ho says euphorbias have

to be just for Christmas?

Growers all over the

world have been suc-

cessful in promoting Sun-
tory’s Princettia varieties outside the Christmas
holiday season.

Available in four gorgeous shades of pink and
Max White, Princettia is perfect for pink holidays,
including Valentine’s Day, Easter and Mother’s
Day. Another prime opportunity is October for
Breast Cancer Awareness Month.

General Culture
Growers will find Princettia plants are natu-
rally compact with excellent branching, producing

‘Princettia Pink’

many flowers without pinching. Princettias are a
euphorbia hybrid, so many of the same cultural
practices used to produce poinsettias successfully
are the same. However, Princettia varieties are
more compact with smaller bracts than most com-
mercial poinsettia cultivars. Minor adjustments to
culture should be made accordingly when Princ-
ettia varieties are produced with poinsettias.
Princettia varieties branch freely. In smaller
container sizes, pinching is not a requirement.
However, in larger containers (6 or 6.5 inch)
pinching will produce a fuller plant. Consider
using Cycocel after the pinch or the Florel sand-
wich technique before and after pinch to enhance
uniform branching. If Cycocel or Florel are used,
monitor height closely after the application. This

PRINCET TIA EUPHORBIAS OFFER OPPORTUNITIES TO BE
PRESENTED AS A PREMIUM GIFT PLANT YEAR-ROUND.

Production Schedule For Market Windows

Stick Cuttings Ready for Retail

October May 21 (Week 26) Oct. 8 (Week 40)

November July 2 (Week 30) Nov. 19 (Week 46)

December July 16 (Week 28) Dec. 3 (Week 48)

February Sept. 17 (Week 37) Feb. 4 (Week 5)

March Nov. 5 (Week 44) March 18 (Week 11)

May Dec. |7 (Week 50) May 6 (Week 18)

Recommendations for 6.5-inch pots

KEYS TO SUCCESS:

* Do not over growth regulate. In most cases
Princettia can be grown without using PGRs.

* Grow and finish Princettia warm. If tempera-
tures are too cool, the growth rate will be

slow and flower development delayed.

* Do not overwater Princettia varieties, which
are more compact and will likely require water
less frequently than more vigorous poinsettias.

* Pay attention to the natural photoperiod and
provide artificial manipulation, if necessary,
depending on the time of year.

may be the only time plant growth regulators are
needed throughout production.

The bracts and leaves of Princettia are also
smaller than traditional poinsettias. Because of the
smaller bract size, it is not recommended to grow
Princettia using cold-grow techniques that can be
used for some poinsettias. Grow and finish Princ-
ettia warm to produce the highest quality plants.

Woatering
Because compact,
irrigation frequency should be adjusted to reflect

Princettia varieties are
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the slower growth rate. Monitor root health and
avoid overwatering,.

Lighting

Princettia varieties are photoperiodic. Depending
on the time of year plants are produced, photope-
riod manipulation with lighting or black cloth will

be necessary.

Crop Timing
* 4-inch pot — one liner, 10 weeks
* 6-inch pot — one liner, 20 weeks

Temperature

Recommended temperatures:

* Propagation — Day 76 to 82° F/Night 70 to
74" F

* Growing On — Day 80 to 82° F/Night 70 to
72° F

* Finishing from short days — Day 72 to 75 F/
Night 65 to 68° F

* Temperatures can be adjusted to change the
rate of flower development; however, night tem-
peratures should never go below 62° F.

Feeding
Fertility needs are very similar to poinsettias;
however, due to the compact nature of Princettia,

OFF-PEAK PROMOTIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

In Japan, 8,000 retailers sell Princettia at a premium in the fall. These include high-end florists, depart-
ment stores and nontraditional outlets for plants. Hello Kitty created a special edition Princettia doll as
part of the promotion and sold plants in the stores. Average wholesale price is double that of a Christ-
mas poinsettia. Just last fall, Princettia partnered with New Balance to sponsor a charity Run for the
Cure in Tokyo. Plants were displayed on site and given to those who contributed to the cause.

In Australia, leading grower Oasis Horticulture supports the National Breast Cancer Foundation
through Princettia plant sales. Princettia was bred in Australia through Bonza Botanicals, a joint breeding
venture between Suntory Flowers and Oasis Horticulture. European markets have also been success-
ful with Princettia. The same strategies could be used in North America. Just be sure to promote the

Princettia brand as a truly differentiated product.

monitor EC of the media closely to ensure the rate
of fertilizer is not too high compared to the growth
rate. Ideally, the EC should range from 5.8 to 6.2
mmbhos/cm. Consider using 250-ppm 15-5-15 cal/
mag complete with micro nutrients.

Growth Regulators

Princettia varieties are much more compact
than most commercial poinsettia cultivars. In most
cases, plant growth regulators will not be needed. In
larger product forms, additional vegetative growth
should be added

If height control is needed, Princettia responds very
well to B-Nine/Cycocel in propagation and Cycocel
alone after transplant. Consider the following rates:

PROTECT

* Propagation — B-Nine 1000 ppm/Cycocel
1000 ppm

* After transplant — Cycocel 750 to 1250 ppm

* Do not apply Cycocel after the sign of first color.

Pests & Diseases

Insect pests and diseases that impact poinsettias
also impact Princettia. Monitor closely for white-
flies and watch root health throughout production.
As flowers develop monitor for botrytis. &/

Delilah Onofrey is director of Flower Power
Marketing and supports Suntory Flowers’
marketing efforts in North America. She can be
reached at donofrey@gmail.com.
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PLANTS WITH

Protect your greenhouse from thrips, whiteflies,

ENSTARAQ

" INSECT Growth Regulator

aphids and more with superior quality and control.
Use Enstar®AQ. Learn more and find a distributor
at www.centralgrower.com or call 1.800.248.7763.

j Always read and follow label directions. Enstar is a registered trademark of Wellmark International.
©2012 Wellmark International.




