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Septenber 3rd needn't look |ike D-Day for fall sales. Here are 12 perennial varieties
that will keep your customers’ autumn borders performng through Cctober.

By Ann Hancock

n late August, Septenber and ttober, there isn't a lot hap-

pening in nost perennial borders. Even the |ong bl ooners,

such as coreopsis, are wnding dom. Wiile the spring fl ow
ers slide into their tine of rest and relaxation, the challenge for
nany of your custoners is to get out of the mmnold —to find a
few plants that don't look like the expected. There's a narket for
the unconventional, and you can take advantage of it by offering
nore fall perennials than just Sedum ‘Autunm Joy’. There are a
nunber of attractive, late-bloomng plants you can offer, and with
proper marketing, well-organized displays and know edgabl e staf f
to support them you needn’'t despair —there is indeed “Life after
Labor Day.”

The fol l ow ng species have al| perforned well
in the denonstration gardens at Mchigan Sate
Lhiversity (MBJ). Awng other things, we are
trying some | ess-common species of aster,
novi ng anay fromthe rust-prone types that we
have grown in the past. Sone of these plants
have been featured in previous GPN articles on
the perennial trials at Mchigan Sate; these
plants, as well as a few bulbs, have really
inpressed ne with their |ong bl oomperiod, and
they deserve inclusion as conponents of a fall
planting. Many late-bl coming native plants have
al so been selected and bred for superior flower
and leaf coor and production. Fnally, while |
wll not enphasize themin this article, tender
perennial's, such as cannas and dahlias (partic-
ularly those wth colored foliage), are wonder -
ful, easy-care workhorses in any border and do
a good job of bridging flowering gaps during the
season.

ASTER LATERI FLORUS

This plant’s shrubby habit gives it a nice
presence in the border even when not in
bloom The foliage is fine-textured, a deep
green color touched with purple. In cultivars
such as ‘Lady in Back', breeders have pro-
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Qockw se fromtop left: Aster lateriflorus; Aster laevis 'Buebird’;
Aster tataricus ‘JinBa'; Eupatori umcoel estinumand Gonocl i num
coel estinum (Al photos courtesy of Amn Hancock.)

duced a plant wth deep coloration. This sets off the thousands of

tiny, white, starry flowers that blanket the plant. The petal s

have faint purple tips wth centers that are yellow to pink in

color. Qur plants are next to a group of Sedum ‘Autum Joy' —
the bold foliage and flower clusters of the sedumnext to the

aster’s fine texture nake a nice pairing and would create an

effective display conbination in your store. A lateriflorus isa
native plant and has not been troubled by any foliar diseases or

i nsect pests.

ASTER TATARI cus ‘JIN DA’

This aster is native to Sberia, gving it a
good hardiness rating. It is alarge pat, u to
six feet tall, wth large leaves. The fdiage is
unlike that of nany asters, as it consists nain-
ly of arosette of large, basal |eaves (Alan
Anitage has likened themto Saiss chard). In
Mchigan, the plant bloons in late Septenier
and Qtober. The flovers are a very attractive,
nedi um purple wth bright gold centers. Jin
Db, a 35 feet, is shorter than the straight
species, making it a bit easier to use in the
border. The one drawback we’'ve found wth this
plant is that neadow voles find the roots deli -
ci os.

ASTER LAEVI S ‘BLUEBI RD

Swooth aster is a native species that seens
renarkabl y disease free in our garden. The
perfornance of this aster was good for the first
two years, but when it blooned in its third
year, Buebird stopped visitors in their tracks.
S nany flowers were produced that no foliage
was visible, and the display was effective for
three weeks. V¢ have found that rabbits like
this species, so we cage the plants. The |eaves,
as inplied by the nane, are not hairy, and are
a fine, deep green. Grden designer Laura it
reports that Buebird is far superior to the
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straight species, evenin cultivation.

CoLCHI CUM AUTUMNAL E ;

This tough bulb not only bloons in the B
fall, but is also unattractive to deer and
rodents because it is poisonous. The |arge
bul bs increase gratifyingly in a location
where they are happy. They produce a | ush
crop of large, ribbed |eaves early in the
spring, which wther and disappear in the
summer. Then in the fall, the plant produces
a cluster of pink, goblet-shaped
flowers. Mre flowers appear for
1-2 weeks, so the display usually
lasts for 2-3 weeks. It is particu-
larly effective when paired wth
Scabiosa ‘Pink Mst’, as the two
shades of pink forma very satis-
fying col or echo.

EUPATORI UM COELESTI NUM

CoNocLI NuM
COELESTI NUM

Hardy ageratumis the comon
nane for this species, and that is exactly what it resentbles. The
habit is taller than that of nost annual ageratuns, but you can
prune the plant early in the sunmer to produce branching; |eft
unpi nched, plant height is approxinately 24 inches. This species
shoul d probably be considered a ground cover, as it is rhizonat ous
and wll wander through the garden. This habit can actual |y produce
sone serendipitous associations that turn out to be very attractive
—one of our plants stedthily inserted itself into a nearby edg ng of
sweet alyssum a conbination that is nuch nicer than either al one.
Eupat ori um coel esti numis a native plant, untroud ed by pests. It is
availabdeinvidet and vhite

Q@ ockw se fromtop | eft: Eupatorium rugosi um
“Chocol ate’; Rudbeckia tril oba; Rudbeckia nitida
“Herbstonne’; Erigeron ‘Prosperity'.

EUPATORI UM RUGOSUM ‘ CHOCOL ATE’
Anot her eupatorium that has been inproved
through breeding i s Eupat ori um rugosum The cuti -
var (hocol ate, a selection of the o der ‘Baunlaub,
has deep, bronzy-green leaves that pair well wth
other plants, naking it a valuable contrast plant in §
the border. It has not proven to be totally hardy in
Mchigan and is probably best considered a zone 6
plant. | had it planted next to Gara ‘S skiyou H nk
whose pink flowers, conbined with the bronze Eg
foliage and vhite flowers of the eupatorium nade an &
outstanding association. It has also proven to be an
excel l ent container plant. A short-day plant,
Chocolate is in its glory after Labor Cay; a nature |
plant in bloomis absol utely drenched in flovers.

ErR ceroN ‘PROSPER TY

This erigeron was a test itemin the MsU [

Perennial Trials for three years and perforned
admrably, blooming all summer until frost. In our
2000 trial's, the first flowers were produced My

31, and the plant was still in bloom Qtober 4. The
plant’s habit is nounding, and the flowers, borne in
loose clusters, are arich videt wth god centers. It
is not palatable to Japanese Beetles, though it does
seemto get sone light flecking each year froman |
unseen insect pest on the foliage. Hants expand to
forma large continuous group but do not self-seed
or spread by rhizomes. This is a great alternative to Top to batt

through fall perfornance. ‘Rozamne' .

. om ol chi cum aut unnal e and - Scabi osa
asters when custoners are |ooking for summer curaria Siidago rugosa‘Firewrks ; Geranium

| RUDBECKI A TRI LOBA

Though not a long-1ived perennial (sone
classify it as a biennial), this plant has
been overl ooked for too long. Whtil recent -
ly, it was difficult tofindit conmercially,
4 but when the Georgia Gold Medal for
Qutstanding Garden Merit accorded it sone
| ong- overdue recognition in 1996, the
picture changed for this native of the cen-
tral and southeastern United States. The
first difference you'll notice are the |obed
| ower |eaves (hence the nane ‘triloba’).
The flower stalk is also highly branched,
giving the whole plant a nuch airier |ook
than many coneflowers. The flowers are
far smaller than other species, with
appealing little petals and a chubby,
chocol ate-purple eye. | find themto be
nice cut floners as well; they look partic-
id ularly good with purple New Engl and
Asters, as well as solidago, and are a
knockout with spires of Verbena bonar -
i ensis punctuating the displ ay.
RUDBECKI A N TI DA * HERBSTONNE’

At 57 feet, this is not a plant for the faint of heart.
However, in a large border, it nakes a spectacul ar anchor. The
exact species of this cultivar is subject to debate; Alan
Armitage reports that it is probably a hybrid between R
laciniata and R nitida. It is asturdy plant despiteits height: In
the face of our often violent thunderstorns, it rena ns upright
and strong. The flowers, a clear | enon yellowwth a proninent
green cone, are large and borne over an exceptionally |ong
bloomperiod. Sretching until well after Labor Day, this |ofty
flower display helps fill the border. No n@ or insect pests
seemto bother it. Rabbits are interested in the young plants,
SO sone protection may be useful in the spring.

g SCABI OSA COLUMBARI A

et Pink Misr’

This plant is one of the |ongest-bl oomng
perennials in our display garden. The displ ay
starts in July and goes until very hard frosts.
N Deadheading nmay increase the nunber of
flowers, but the display continues whether or
not the bloons are removed. One of ny
favorite associations in the garden is Autumm
O ocus Col chi cum autumal e and this plant.
The color echo is lovely, and the show contin-
ues for several weeks.

SOLI DAGO RUGOSA ‘FI REWORKS'

I wsh US gardeners enjoyed gol denrod nore. |
amsure the aversion stens fromdeeply ingrai ned
beliefs that gol denrod causes hay fever (1 even had a
physician ask ne about this once; he had al ways
y thought gol denrod was allergenic). However, wth
the breedi ng work bei ng done in Europe, nuch bet -
ter varieties have been devel oped. Qe such sel ec-
tinis Solidago rugosa ‘Hreworks' . This plant has
spectacul arly I ong-arched flower plunes that
remnd one of exploding fir Wiile it does
travel a bit, it is nuch bett haved than its
ranpagi ng cousin. The graceful gold flowers | ook
very nice wth ornanental grasses and red seduns.
N> pests or di seases have affected it.

September 2001 (@1 sud DN | 59



