NATIONAL POINSETTIA TRIALS

Best of Show

Many of the varieties trialed in the 2007 showed promise at one location, but only a select few
emerged as the top dogs with high markings at multiple sites.

By Jim Barrett and John Dole

he best of trials were
selected from the trials
at North Carolina State,
the University of Florida
and Pleasant View Gardens, where
the cooperators were Karolina
Dworczak and Deke Jackson. Each
location picked the 10 best varieties
in their individual trials. Then, the
varieties selected at two or more
locations were designated as Best
of Trials for 2007. ‘Prestige Red’
was the only variety picked at all
three locations. This year, none of
the new introductions made the
best of trials list, and some older
varieties reclaimed their spots.
The individual locations base
their selection for best varieties on
a range of characteristics, including

consumer reactions, plant appear-
ance and ease of production. An
important consideration for newer
varieties is often whether it fills an
industry need in terms of unique-
ness, color and/or finish timing.
Many of the newer varieties are
excellent but not distinctly bet-
ter than existing varieties. As the
number and quality of varieties
increases, it is harder for new vari-
eties to find a niche.

The “Best of” Varieties
‘Cortez Burgundy’. When
introduced a few years ago,
‘Cortez Burgundy” was the hot
new novelty variety. While it is
no longer new, it has become a
standard novelty and still receives

Best Of Trials Selections

Best of the Trials
(Selected at two

among the highest evaluations in
consumer-preference surveys. It is
generally easy to grow, and many
growers use ‘Cortez Burgundy’
even if they do not grow other
Cortez colors. It finishes a little
later than ‘Cortez Red’, and some
growers use black cloth to bring
it in earlier. A weakness is post-
harvest performance, where the
bracts seem to age rapidly, lose
their bright burgundy color and
become darker. Sporting back to
red can be a problem, but the inci-
dence of sporting has been gen-
erally low in the past few years.
Growers in warm climates should
be aware that it is sensitive to high
temperatures and avoid growing
it in the hottest environments.

Variety Pleasant View | or more locations) Breeder
‘Carousel Dark Red’ X X XX Fischer USA
Christmas Feelings series X Selecta First Class
‘Christmas Star’ X Selecta First Class
‘Cortez Burgundy’ X X XX Fischer USA
‘Crazy Christmas’ X Selecta First Class
Enduring series X X XX Ecke Ranch
‘Euroglory’ X Dimmen USA
‘Infinity’ X Dimmen USA
‘Marblestar’ X X XX Fischer USA
‘Mars Red’ X X XX Fischer USA
‘Orion Red’ X X XX Fischer USA
‘Polly’s Pink’ X X XX Ecke Ranch
‘Premium Picasso’ X X XX Dimmen USA
‘Premium Red’ X X XX DUmmen USA
‘Prestige Early Red’ X Ecke Ranch
‘Prestige Maroon’ X X XX Ecke Ranch
‘Prestige Red’ X X X XXX Ecke Ranch
‘White Christmas’ X X XX Selecta First Class
‘Whitestar’ X Fischer USA

Figure 1. Each trial location picked the 10 best varieties in their individual trials. Then the varieties selected at two or more locations were designated as

Best of the Trials for 2007.
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Enduring series. ‘Enduring
Pink” has become one of the more
widely used pink cultivars in the
South, and its use in the North is
expanding. The red, white and
marble colors in the Enduring
series were introduced recently,
all relatively close in growth habit
and finish timing. Finish timing is
early. The plants have lower than
average vigor and are very easy
to grow. The Enduring series per-
forms well in both 6- and 6'-inch
production. A distinctive feature
of the Enduring varieties is that the
bracts are held at different angles
and do not lay flat on top of the
plant. The colors are brighter than
most other dark leaf varieties.

‘Carousel Dark Red’. ‘Carousel
Red’ is an important red novelty,
and ‘Carousel Dark Red’ is simi-
lar but improves on ‘Carousel Red’
in two important areas: First, Dark
Red finishes about 10 days earlier
than Red and is marketable before
Thanksgiving under natural days.
And Dark Red has a deep-red color
compared to the orange tone of
‘Carousel Red’. Consumer surveys
indicate that consumers like this
variety. If switching from ‘Carousel
Red’, be aware it will take some
production changes to get it to ade-
quate size. Because ‘Carousel Dark
Red’ appears to initiate earlier and
is also less vigorous than ‘Carousel
Red’, it will need to be planted two
to three weeks earlier.

‘Marblestar’. This variety was
entered in the 2007 trial after being
excluded for a couple of years. It has
been around for several years and
is established as an important nov-
elty. While it is no longer “new and
different,” it is still the consumer’s
favored marble variety. ‘Marblestar’
can produce very attractive plants.
An issue with ‘Marblestar’ is that
if it is stressed, the leaves tend to
be smaller and curled under at the
margins. The leaves of ‘Marblestar’
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have light-colored areas along the
edges that resemble Cycocel (chlor-
mequat chloride) injury, but con-
sumers do not seem to notice the
leaves and buy the plant for its dis-
tinctive bracts.

‘Mars Red’. ‘Mars Red’ has
emerged as a reliable midseason
red. It performs well in a variety
of situations. Flowering among the
plants is uniform, and branching is
excellent. Bracts tend to be on the
small side, so handle accordingly
and avoid a cool finish. Several
colors have been developed to
complement ‘Mars Red’, including
white, pink, marble and a slightly
brighter red called Fire.

‘Orion Red’. ‘Orion Red’ has
large, dark-green leaves and large
bright-red bracts and can pro-
duce quite an attractive plant. It is
well established as a major early-
flowering variety in most of the
country. Orion is very stable,
which means that its appear-
ance has not drifted over time.
However, the tradeoff for this sta-
bility has resulted in it not produc-
ing good colors. Orion is a reliable
cultivar with excellent branching,
uniformity and bract development.

‘Polly’s Pink’. This new novel
pink variety has a vivid, bright
color that is a significant addition
to the assortment of pink varieties.
The bright fluorescent pink bracts

were mildly ruffled and slightly
upright facing. Both the young and
old bracts are a similar color, in
contrast to many pinks in which
the older bracts tend to fade. This is
an easy plant to grow and branches
well. It has medium vigor, so it is
fairly easy to grow in smaller sizes,
but has the vigor and strength for
larger containers. Finish timing
is midseason. Postharvest perfor-
mance is good, and the bright color
does not fade. In consumer sur-
veys at both NCSU and UF, ‘Polly’s
Pink” was the top rated of all the
pinks. In the first couple of years,
retailers may want to position this
as a novelty to capture some value
from its uniqueness.

‘Premium Picasso’. The bract
colors and pattern of this variety
are generally similar to ‘Monet
Twilight’, which has been a strong
consumer favorite. ‘Premium
Picasso’ ranked high in our con-
sumer evaluations and is a sig-
nificant variety because it finishes
early (mid-November), is easy to
produce, is strong and has good
postharvest quality. This type of
color pattern in poinsettias (as is
the case with jingle bell and pep-
permint types) is typically not
uniform, and stock plants are dif-
ficult for breeders to manage. The
breeder company is doing well
with keeping Picasso as uniform as
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possible. ‘Premium Picasso’ does
seem to be slightly less vigorous
than ‘Premium Red’. Consequently,
extra time should be added in the
schedule if you are planning to
grow large plants.

‘Premium Red’. The use of
‘Premium Red’ is increasing in both
cool and warm climates. The plants
are strong with a nice, flat bract pre-
sentation. In warm climates, its low
vigor makes it easier and stronger
compared to most other reds finish-
ing at the same time. While in cool
climates, its stem strength makes a
large plant when given sufficient
production time before the start
of short days. There is a full range
of colors to accompany ‘Premium
Red’, which adds to its utility.

‘Prestige Maroon’. This variety
has two important features: First
is the branch strength and growth
habit of ‘Prestige Red’, and sec-
ond are its distinctive bracts. It also
has the same excellent postharvest
characteristics as ‘Prestige Red’.
‘Prestige Maroon’ has performed
very well in the North Carolina,
Purdue and Pleasant View trials, so
for most of the country this variety
has important potential as a nov-
elty color. However, it has not per-
formed as well in the Florida trials,
and Deep South growers indicate
potential problems in the warm-
est production areas, from Texas

across to Florida. In high tempera-
tures, ‘Prestige Maroon’ tends to
finish much later, have less vigor
and exhibit weaker stems, com-
pared to ‘Prestige Red’.

‘Prestige Red’. ‘Prestige Red” has
become the No. 1 variety in terms of
number of units produced. A major
reason for this is that ‘Prestige Red”
has one of the strongest branch
structures of all major commercial
varieties. Consumers also love it:
‘Prestige Red’ always ranks above
‘Freedom Red’ in consumer sur-
veys. ‘Prestige Red’ is flexible and
can be grown in all container sizes,
and it works well in both mass-
market and upscale production. A
notable problem with ‘Prestige Red’
is that it is more sensitive to heat
delay than most other important
varieties. Therefore, finish timing is
less predictable in regions or warm
years when temperatures in late
September and early October can-
not be controlled.

John Dole is professor of floriculture
at North Carolina State University.
Jim Barrett is professor of floriculture
at University of Florida. They can be
reached at john_dole@ncsu.edu and
jbarrett@ufl.edu, respectively.
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ITS NOTJUST A GREENHOUSE

Itsan Advantage!

Hurricane-Tested Structures Offering
Value, Durability and Profitability.

B&K Installations’ greenhouses and shade houses are not just engineered to stand
up to the harshest weather conditions; they're engineered to give you an advantage
every day for your investment.

e Affordable e Superior Strength * Custom designs ¢ State-of-the-art materials

A

INSTALLATIONS, INC.

VALUE THROUGH ENGINEERING

Visit us on the web: www.bkinstall.com

Tel (Homestead, Fla.) 305.245.6968
Toll Free-USA 1.800.523.3870

GREENHOUSES + SHADEHOUSES * HEATING -

COOLING -

Toll Free-Florida 1.800.624.7612
EQUIPMENT -

COVERINGS + HARDWARE

Neptune’s Harvest Organic Fertilizer
What do these two growers have in common?

Joe Jutras, with
his 1689 pound

World Record
Giant Pumpkin.

- M

Neptune’s Harvest
www.neptunesharvest.com
(978) 281-1414

(800) 259-GROW (4769)

Neptune’s Harvest Organic Fertilizers

“Products from the ocean to set your plants in motion”.

Carry Neptune’s Harvest products for your customers.
Call for a FREE sample, catalog, and your nearest distributor!

- T
Ry

Write in 744

www.gpnmag.com

Write in 739

February 2008

L &3 S g V] 27



	026_GPN0208.pdf
	027_GPN0208_LR.pdf


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (Apple RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /Symbol
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF's if you are not downloading low Res ads from AdSpring.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (Apple RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /Symbol
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF's if you are not downloading low Res ads from AdSpring.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


