
I
n recent years, heuchera, tiarel-
la and heucherella have become
incredibly popular in land-
scapes. All of them are closely
related and belong to the

Saxifragaeae family. Commonly

referred to as foamy bells,
heucherella cultivars are inter-
generic hybrids between the
heuchera and tiarella genera.
Most breeding occurs between
two plants belonging to the same
genus and species; however,
hybrids derived from two differ-
ent genera are fairly rare, which
adds to the uniqueness of
heucherella cultivars.

Heucherella ‘Burnished
Bronze’ is a great intergeneric
hybrid brought to market by
Terra Nova Nurseries. It is a
clump-forming perennial that
produces a compact, 8- to 10-inch-
tall mound of large, deeply cut,
glossy, burnished-bronze leaves.
The star-shaped, tawny-beige to
pink flowers appear on 18-inch,
branched scapes from late spring
to mid summer. Additional spo-
radic flowering often occurs
throughout the growing season,
particularly in autumn. 

‘Burnished Bronze’ is a patent-
ed variety and is currently only
propagated by tissue culture; self-
propagation is prohibited at this
time. Most growers will purchase
cultivars from tissue culture as 72-
cell or larger-sized plugs from
licensed propagators. 

Light And Temperature
Requirements

For the best leaf coloration,
produce ‘Burnished Bronze’ in
partial shade. Production in loca-
tions with full sun will cause the
leaves’ color intensity to fade.
Locations with full shade will also
greatly reduce growth rate and

landscape performance. If plants
must be produced in full sun, it is
very important to give them con-
sistent moisture levels. Regardless
of light intensity, leaf scorch will
usually occur when soils are
allowed to dry out. 

Like most heucherella cultivars,
‘Burnished Bronze’ performs
throughout USDA Hardiness
Zones 4-9. Foamy bells perform
better in northern locations than in
southern locations; plant perfor-
mance and longevity are greatly
reduced as the average tempera-
tures increase. ‘Burnished Bronze’
is versatile and often grown com-
mercially for mixed containers or
used in borders, rock gardens and
mass plantings.

Production
‘Burnished Bronze’ is common-

ly grown in container sizes rang-
ing from 1 qt. to 1 gal. Most com-
mercially available peat or
bark-based growing mixes work
well, provided there is adequate
drainage. It is important to plant
plugs so the top of the media is
level with the potting media of the
new container. Planting heucherel-
la too deeply will most likely lead
to poor plant establishment and
possibly even plant mortality
caused from crown rots. 

The root zone should be kept
uniformly moist until roots reach
the outside of the root ball.
Heucherella require an average
amount of irrigation, as they do not
tolerate really wet conditions or
overly dry conditions. Under high
light intensities, marginal leaf �
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This versatile, clump-forming perennial is best produced in partial shade 
and will flower from late spring until mid summer.
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Heucherella ‘Burnished Bronze’ is often used as a border plant in perennial gardens and
landscapes, particularly in Northern locations. (Photo: Image Botanica)
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Berger Horticultural Products Inc.,121, R.R.1 • Saint-Modeste (Québec) • Canada • G0L 3W0
Phone: 1 800 463-5582 (U.S. only) • Fax: 1 (418) 867-3929 • e.mail: info@bergerweb.com • www.bergerweb.com
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Manufactured with care, the BM series of Berger mixes provides you with a 
multitude of variations to meet your specific requirements. Whether it be a BM1 mix
offering a higher level of aggregates or a BM8 mix offering a controlled release 
fertilizer, Berger can provide you with the best quality that will meet your satisfaction.

“I’ve been using Berger
BM3 mix exclusively for the
last 15 years. Every bale has
been the same every year. 
I don’t anticipate changing
a good thing.”

Eric Nelson, Owner
Neosho Gardens LTD
Council Grove (Kansas)
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burn may occur if the plants
become water stressed. When irri-
gation is necessary, water plants
thoroughly, and then allow the soil
to dry slightly between waterings.

Foamy bells are considered light
to moderate feeders and require
modest fertility levels. Maintain the
pH between 5.5 and 6.5. Growers
using water-soluble fertilizers
should either apply 150- to 200-
ppm nitrogen as needed or feed
with a constant liquid fertilization
program using rates of 50- to 100-
ppm nitrogen with every irrigation. 

Controlled-release fertilizers are
commonly used to produce con-
tainerized heucherella. Growers
commonly apply time-release fer-
tilizers as a top dress onto the
media surface using the medium
rate or incorporate them into the
growing medium prior to planting
at a rate equivalent to 1 lb. of ele-
mental nitrogen per yard of grow-
ing medium. 

Height control is seldom neces-
sary to control the leaf growth
unless plants are grown at high

densities. However, reducing the
height of flowering stems or pani-
cles is often beneficial for growers
who ship plants in bloom. I have
found applications of Sumagic
(Valent USA Corp.) at 5 ppm
(northern rate) to be effective at
controlling both plant height and
flower stem elongation. Apply
growth regulators as the panicles
are just beginning to elongate
above the foliage. Two applica-
tions applied seven days apart
will provide an adequate reduc-
tion of the flowering stalk with-
out altering the overall appear-
ance of the plant. 

Insects And Diseases
Occasionally, aphids and spi-

der mites may appear and cause
minimal amounts of crop injury.
These insect pests do not require
preventative control strategies.
Growers should have routine
scouting programs to detect the
presence of insects early and
determine if and when control
strategies are necessary. 

When the proper environmen-
tal and cultural factors are provid-
ed, heucherella can generally be
produced without occurrence of
plant pathogens. Root and crown
rots caused from Phytopthora,
Phythium and Rhizoctonia are the
primary diseases growers should
be concerned about. They are most
susceptible to these pathogens
when overwatered or grown
under cool conditions, such as
going into or coming out of winter
dormancy. Botrytis is another dis-
ease that could become problemat-
ic. Botrytis, like Rhizoctonia, often
occurs around the overwintering
process but is also likely to occur
under dense plant canopies. With
good watering practices and ade-
quate air circulation, the occur-
rence of most diseases can almost
be negated.  

Forcing
‘Burnished Bronze’ is easy to

produce as a foliage plant. When
transplanting from 72-cell plugs,
foamy bells grown at 65° F typical-
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Burnished Bronze’ has glossy, burnished-
bronze foliage and tawny-beige to pink star-
shaped flowers. (Photo: Terra Nova
Nurseries, Inc.)
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ly take six weeks to finish 1-gal.
pots in the summer or nine weeks
during the winter months.
Growers wishing to produce
blooming plants need to under-
stand and follow the guidelines
discussed below.

Heucherella have an obligate
cold requirement in order to
flower. It is recommended to cool
(vernalize) small containers of
foamy bells for a minimum of
nine weeks at 35-44° F. After the
cold requirement is achieved,
heucherella can be grown at any
day length, as they are day-neu-
tral plants. The length of the pho-
toperiod does not affect the time
to flower or the number of
blooms produced. 

The time to bloom after vernal-
ization is a function of tempera-
ture. ‘Burnished Bronze’ grown at
63° F will take approximately
seven weeks to reach flowering,
while plants grown at 68° F will
flower in five weeks. Producing a
crop at cooler temperatures
increases the time to flower but
will improve the overall quality
characteristics of the plants, such
as the color intensity of the
foliage and flowers. 

To obtain full ,  f lowering
plants for spring sales, it is bene-
ficial to start plants during late
summer of the previous season. I
recommend transplanting plugs
into the desired container during
mid to late August, bulking them
up before winter, overwintering
and forcing them to bloom in
early spring. 

Availability
Heucherella ‘Burnished Bronze’ is

brought to the industry by Terra
Nova Nurseries (www.terranova
nurseries.com) from Tigard, Ore. It is
available to growers most commonly

as finished plugs from Terra Nova or
other reputable plug producers
throughout the country. GGPPNN
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Floramite controls mite pests
in all life stages.
Make Floramite® SC miticide the cornerstone of your mite
control program. A single application stops tough two-spotted
spider mites, from eggs to adults. Floramite miticide delivers
more than 28 days of residual control. Its unique mode of
action and highly selective activity goes easy on predacious
mites and beneficial insects to help extend your IPM program.
Safe on ornamentals and bedding plants, Floramite is
economical and user-friendly. Ask your chemical supplier 
for Floramite, the one that controls spider mites in all life 
stages - the one for all.

www.chemtura.com

Always read and follow label directions. 
Floramite is a registered trademark of a
subsidiary of Chemtura Corporation.
©2005 Chemtura Corporation
FL-ad01-0705  CCP-10905
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Paul Pilon is president of Perennial
Solutions Consulting, Jenison, Mich.,
and author of Perennial Solutions: A
Grower’s Guide To Perennial
Production, available July 2006. The
book is a guide to propagation and
growing containerized perennials
with chapters on media, fertiliza-
tion, insect and disease manage-

ment, weed control, propagation,
forcing, plant growth regulators,

overwintering, and individual cultural
programs and schedules for many of

today's most popular perennial species.
Pilon can be reached by phone at (616)

366-8588 or E-mail at paul@perennial-
solutions.com. Get a copy of his book at

www.perennial-solutions.com. 

LearnMore
For more information 
related to this article, go to 
www.gpnmag.com/lm.cfm/gp080607
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