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By Paul Pilon

Geranium
‘Rozanne’ Hybrid

This versatile perennial exhibits an extended bloom time

and can withstand intense heat, allowing the prize-winning

hybrid to thrive continuously in diverse climates across the country.

Editors’ note: Each January, 'Peren-
nial Solutions’ features the Perennial
Plant Association’s (PPA) Plant of the
Year, and this year is no different. This
yeat, the PPA has selected one of Paul
Pilon’s past feature plants as its 2008
Plant of the Year. Geranium ‘Rozanne’
was first featured in the May 2005
issue, and the author has updated the
original with new information for the
current year.

ith its ease of produc-
tion, desirable attri-
butes and garden per-
formance, geranium
‘Rozanne’ was recently named the
2008Plantofthe YearbythePerennial
Plant Association (Www.perennial
plant.org). ‘Rozanne’ is a clump-

Left: This cultivar exhibits finely cut, slightly marbled deep-green floiage. (Photo: Yoder Green
Leaf Perennials ) Right: In many climates, ‘Rozanne’ is a continuous bloomer. (Photo: Blooms of

Bressingham )
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forming perennial, reaching 20
inches tall and 24 inches wide. Its
large five-petaled, saucer-shaped,
violet-blue flowers with white cen-
ters are larger than most other gera-
nium cultivars, about 2% inches in
diameter. This cultivar has great
heat tolerance, allowing it to bloom
for extended periods in much of
the country. In many climates, it
is a continuous bloomer, flowering
from late spring to early fall. In the
southern states, it blooms from late
spring to early summer; reblooming
may occur in the late summer when
they are trimmed back after the ini-
tial flush.

‘Rozanne’ is a naturally occur-
ring hybrid of Geranium himala-
yense and Geranium wallichianum
‘Buxton’s Variety’. It was dis-
covered in 1990 in the garden of
Donald and Rozanne Waterer of
Somerset, England. The Greeks
first named geranium ‘Geranion’
from the word ‘geranos,’ which
translates to crane, referring to the
long beak of the seed pod. Today,
geraniums are commonly called
Cranesbill.

‘Rozanne’ is an easy, carefree
cultivar with finely cut, slightly
marbled  deep-green  foliage,
turning reddish brown in the
autumn for added interest. Cranes-
bill can be grown in average to
moist soils in locations with partial
to full sun throughout USDA Har-
diness Zones 4-8 and AHS Heat
Zones 12-2. They tolerate summer
heat best when partial shade and
ample moisture are provided. With

. Summit
% plamtic

its vigorous yet compact habit and
extended bloom time, ‘Rozanne’ is
a versatile flower that’s well suited
for use as a groundcover, border
planting or patio container.

Propagation

‘Rozanne’ is vegetatively propa-
gated by means of tissue culture. It
is a patented cultivar; self-propaga-
tion is prohibited at this time, as a
license is required to commercially
propagate this variety. Tissue cul-
ture laboratories send small plants
to several licensed plug growers
who produce them in various sizes
for the industry.

Production

Geranium ‘Rozanne’ is well
suited for production in 1-gallon
containers. Transplant one liner
per container; the top of the starter
plug should be even with the soil
line of the finished container.
They perform best when grown
in a moist, well-drained growing
mix. Many commercially available
peat- or bark-based growing mixes
work well, provided there is good
water-holding ability and adequate
drainage. Irrigate as needed when
the plants are young and becoming
established. Once the plants are
large, they will dry out more quickly
and require more frequent irriga-
tions. Overall, it is best to grow them
slightly moist and never allow them
to wilt. When irrigation is needed,
water them thoroughly, ensuring
the entire growing medium is wet
or nearly saturated. B

www.gpnhmag.com



CultureC onNnn

Geraniums are light to moderate
feeders and perform best when
the pH is kept between 5.8 and
6.4. To avoid excessive stretching,
growers should maintain lean
nutritional programs. Growers

ection

using water-soluble fertilizers
commonly apply 50- to 100-ppm
nitrogen with every irrigation
or use 150-200 ppm as needed.
Controlled-release fertilizers are
commonly incorporated into the

growing medium prior to planting
at a rate equivalent to 11% pounds
of elemental nitrogen per yard of
growing medium. Plants grown
under high fertility regimens gen-
erally become very lush (leggy)

Gable End Frames! A

1. Available for use in Free Standing or
| Hoop House Structures

. Each package is designed to fit one Gable End.

. A one-time purchase of the FlareTool is
. The Poly Attachment Package uses our

WireLock Base Extrusion and ZigZag Wire

around Roof Bow, door, fan/shutter

Ay

required

openings and along base cross piece.

Gable End Frame Packages

Poly Attach Pkg

Item Code  Description

1to5 6t023 | 1to5 6t023 ||

5. Door and fan/shutter opening sizes

GEF-FS20

Flare Tube

* Easily cut to

| any length
2 Lagped
Sde

are easily created on the jobsite
GEF-FS24

GEF-FS28
GEF FS32

Gable End Frame, 16'-20" wide, Free Standing
Gable End Frame, 20'-24’ wide, Free Standing
Gable End Frame, 24'-28" wide, Free Standing
Gable End Frame, 28'-32" wide, Free Standing

$228.00 $21432 | |
$244.00 $229.36 | |
$260.00 $244.40 |
$280.00  $263.20 |

$ 464.00
$ 568.00
$ 760.00
$ 848.00

$436.16
$ 533.92
$714.40
$797.12

2 Fared/

m_)w GEF-HH20
GEF-HH24
GEF-HH28
GEF-HH32

Gable End Frame, 16'-20" wide, Hoop House
Gable End Frame, 20'-24" wide, Hoop House
Gable End Frame, 24'-28" wide, Hoop House
Gable End Frame, 28'-32" wide, Hoop House

$228.00 $214.32 |
$244.00 $229.36 |
$868.56| $260.00 $244.40 ||
$1030.24| $280.00 $263.20 ||

$ 588.00
$ 708.00
$924.00
$1096.00

$ 552.72
$ 665.52

FT2 Flare Tool — Double Headed

$49.90 A one-time purchase required

¥\« Connects at
7 | . @
any angle *

*

Durable in all weather!
Connects using self-drilling

Item Code

8-287 LF 288+ LF

FT8 - 8 ft length

(can ship via UPS) $32.00 $30.80

| Greenhouses &

FT10 - 10 ft length

$40.00 $38.50

~ other outdoor

FT12 - 12 ft length

$48.00 $45.12

FT14 - 14 ft length

$56.00 $53.90

. structures

FT16 - 16 ft length

$64.00 $61.60
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“=  tek screws - NO BRACKETS! ALTERNATIVES *

717 Schuylkill Mountain Road

Schuylkill Haven, PA

Phone: 570-739-1034 Fax: 570-739-1258
Toll Free 877-546-2257

17972

(

" ROBERT MARVEL PLASTIC MULCH, LLC

WOULD LIKE TO INTRODUCE

SOLAROOF

THE NEXT GENERATION OF GREENHOUSE COVERS.

TP

greenhouse covers.

www.pic-plast.com

greenhouse.

g

Robert Marvel
Plastic Mulch, LLC
2425 Horeshoe Pike ¢ Annville, PA 17003
717-838-0976 « 1-800-478-2214

Fax: 717-838-0978
Visit our Web Site: www.RobertMarvel.com B ANTI DRIP - Fabrics are coated with a special anti drip layer.

B STRENGTH - Ten times stronger than conventional poly

B LIGHT TRANSMISSION - Excellent light transmission 88%.
B DIFFUSED LIGHT - This material creates diffused light in the

Benefits of diffused light:
1. Prevents the formation of strong shadows. Light surrounds
the plants from all directions.
2. Diffused light prevents plants from getting overheated or burnt.
3. Reduces the amount of water needed for irrigation.

B LIFETIME - This material will last twice as long as traditional
poly. Save time and money by replacing less often.

B ENERGY - Treated with special additives that help conserve
energy. These additives help keep the heat in at night.

B LESS PESTS AND DISEASE — Renders insects blind inside the

house and deters them from entering the greenhouse.

w
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‘Rozanne’s’ petals, spanning 2% inches in
diameter, are larger than most geranium
cultivars (Photo: Image Botanica)

and may take longer for them
to flower.

For plant establishment, it is
recommended to maintain average
temperatures of at least 65° F. Once
they are established, grow gera-
niums with 55-70° F day tempera-
tures and night temperatures at
55-60° F. At these temperatures,
1-gallon containers can be finished
from 72-cell plugs in six to eight
weeks. Plants grown at warmer
temperatures and low light levels
will often become straggly with
reduced quality characteristics.
The best-quality plants are pro-
duced under moderate light levels
with a minimum of 3,000-4,000
foot-candles.

Controlling plant height may be
necessary when producing plants for
early spring sales, when the natural
light levels are low or when being
produced at high plant densities.
Growth regulators are most effective
if they are applied just as the plants
are beginning to elongate rapidly.
I recommend growers apply foliar
applications of uniconazole at 5 ppm
or tank mixing daminozide at 2,000
ppm with uniconazole at 3 ppm as
needed. These are northern rates
and may need to be adjusted to your
growing conditions. When PGRs
are necessary, it usually requires
two to three applications at seven-
day intervals to provide adequate
height control. If excessive growth
has occurred, geraniums can be
trimmed to 3 inches above the con-
tainer and reflushed; this step also
provides a fuller appearing pot once
they have regrown.

Insects and Diseases

The occurrence of insects is
not uncommon, but it’s rarely
problematic. Aphids, caterpillars,
fungus gnats, shore flies, thrips and

www.gpnmag.com



Alicenseis required tocommercially propagate
this variety. (Photo: Blooms of Bressingham)

whiteflies are the most common
geranium pests. The primary dis-
eases of geraniums are fungal leaf
spots and root rots. In most cases,
foliar diseases can be prevented
or reduced by providing adequate
spacing and good air circulation
at all times, maintaining a relative
humidity below 70 percent, and
watering early in the day to allow
the foliage time to dry. Excessive
irrigation, poorly drained growing
medium and excessive periods of
heavy rainfall could lead to crown or
stem rots and, ultimately, plant loss.
Insects and diseases can be detected
with routine crop monitoring. Con-
trol strategies may not be necessary
unless the scouting activities indi-
cate actions should be taken.

Forcing

Geranium ‘Rozanne’ can easily
be scheduled to produce blooming
plants any time of the year. They
do not have a cold requirement
for flowering, and growers can
confidently use either vernalized
or unvernalized starter materials.
However, cold treatments can
safely be provided to either the
starter materials or to plants in
the final container sizes. ‘Rozanne’
can be produced at natural pho-
toperiods, as they are day-neutral
plants that will bloom under either
short- or long-day conditions. For
the best plant quality, produce this
variety under photoperiods of 12
hours or longer, when light levels
are optimum for plant and flower
development. The time to bloom
after transplanting is primarily
a function of temperature. When
grown at 68° F, 'Rozanne’ will take
about six weeks to reach flowering,
while plants grown at 60° F will
flower in nine weeks. To optimize
plant development and produce

www.gpnmag.com

high quality plants, I recommend
growers force geraniums at 68° F.

Availability

Geranium ‘Rozanne’ is brought to
the marketplace by Blooms of Bress-
ingham. Plug liners are currently
available from Yoder Brothers, Inc.

(Www.green-leaf-ent.com) and a lim-
ited number of licensed plug growers
across the country.

Paul Pilon is a horticultural consul-
tant, owner of Perennial Solutions
Consulting (www.perennial-solu
tions.com), and author of Peren-

CultureC onnection

nial Solutions: A Grower’s Guide
to Perennial Production. He can be
reached at (616) 366-8588 or paul@
perennial-solutions.com.

LearnMore

For more information

related to this article, go to
www.gpnmag.com/Im.cfm/gp010805

Danziger’s extensive bedding
plant collection is available from
licensed propagators throughout
North America.

Call your broker for details.

unia*

€® A new and beautiful hybrid
€¢ Excellent garden performance

€¢ Fantastic vigor and lush foliage
€& Floriferous nature with a flowering finesse
< Very tolerant to extreme weather conditions

€2 A combination of the finest qualities of

Petunia & Calibrachoa

A Scientific Breakthrough

CALITUNIA®

€2 Ideal for flowering in hanging baskets, window boxes,

pots and flower beds

Danziger - “Dan” Flower Farm Moshav Mishmar Hashiva 50297. P.O.Box 24 Beit-Dagan, Israel
Tel: 972-3-9602525, Fax: 972-3:9605896, E-mail: danziger@danziger.co.il www.danziger.co.il
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