
T
his was a banner year for 
new introductions, with 
27 new cultivars in the 
National Trials for the 

first time. These cultivars should 
be available in 2008; however, not 
all new cultivars are listed in the 
catalogs. Contact your supplier if 
you see one you want to try that 
is not listed yet. The descriptions 
are based on how the cultivars per-
formed in our trials. 

Red Cultivars 
‘Christmas Feelings Select’ 

(Selecta). Unlike many updated 
versions of established cultivars, 
the bracts of ‘Christmas Feelings 
Select’ look rather different from 
‘Christmas Feelings’. Select bracts 
have more points on the edges, 
while the original cultivar has 
smooth edges. Both cultivars 
are medium red with darker-
red young bracts that are flat to 
upright. Branches are sturdy and 
strongly upright, allowing easy 
sleeving. The flower clusters are 
small and the foliage is dark green. 
Select fl owered several days later 
than the original cultivar.

‘Christmas Season’ (Selecta). 
This cultivar has somewhat elon-
gated, narrow bracts that are fl at to 
droopy. Older bracts are medium 
red with darker-red young bracts. 

Centers are large with colorful 
cyathia. The foliage is dark green, 
and branching is very good. Plants 
fl owered early, about Nov. 15, and 
had high vigor. 

‘Christmas Spirit’ (Selecta). 
These plants had large, medium-
red bracts that were somewhat 
upright. The young bracts were 
darker red, and the fl ower clusters 
were small. Plants fl owered mid- 
to late-season. Growth habit and 
branching were a little uneven. 
Plant vigor varied in different tri-
als from low to high.

‘Classic Red’ (Ecke). These 
plants have the appearance of 
some older varieties, thus the 
name “classic” reflects the style. 
The inflorescence is large with 
many long, narrow bracts and very 
large centers. The color is medium 
red with darker-red young bracts 
that were fl at to slightly upright. 
This is a slightly vigorous cultivar 
with dark-green foliage, and it has 
good branching. ‘Classic Red’ is a 
nice-looking cultivar that is posi-
tioned to be important for markets 
wanting a distinctive larger plant. 
We will need to see if it can fi nd a 
niche in that market. Finish timing 
is midseason, except in Florida tri-
als, where it fi nished earlier. 

‘Infi nity Bright Red’ (Dümmen). 
This slightly different version of 

‘Infinity Red’ appears to be more 
vigorous than the original cultivar. 
The bracts are medium red with 
darker red young bracts. The cyathia 
clusters are small and the bracts lay 
fl at. Plants fl owered mid- to late-sea-
son, approximately four days later 
than ‘Infi nity Red’ at NCSU.

‘Mars Fire’ (Fischer). A nice cul-
tivar that is virtually indistinguish-
able from ‘Mars Red’, except that 
the former has slightly brighter 
red bracts with no blue tones. The 
color difference is best seen in the 
greenhouse when cloudy. The fl at 
to upright bracts are small, which 
is characteristic of the series. 

‘ P r e m i u m  B r i g h t  R e d ’ 
(Dümmen). Similar to ‘Premium 
Red’, but this cultivar may have 
better branching. The large, 
medium-red bracts completely 
cover the plant in classic Premium 
style. ‘Premium Bright Red’ fl ow-
ered early- to mid-season, about 
four days earlier than ‘Premium 
Red’, at NCSU. This cultivar may 
need more testing to see whether 
it is different enough in the United 
States to be useful. 

‘Stargazer Red’ (Florema). The 
Stargazers are distinguished by 
very dark green foliage, among the 
darkest available. The medium-red 
bracts are flat to droopy. Plants 
flowered midseason and were 
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Top: ‘Early White’. Bottom: ‘Mars Fire’.
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New Releases 
for 2008
By John Dole and Jim Barrett

From the classic to the unconventional, new introductions stole the show 
at the National Trials this year. 

Through the combined support of five poinsettia 

breeders, one commercial greenhouse and two univer-

sities, the 2007 National Poinsettia Trials provided poin-

settia growers with independent evaluations of many of 

the new cultivars introduced each year.  

The trial sites would not be possible without the 

support and cooperation of the many participants and 

sponsors. The Trials are conducted at two university 

sites (North Carolina State University and University of 

Florida) and by Karolina Dworczak and Deke Jackson 

at Pleasant View Gardens. Thanks also go to Dümmen 

USA, Ecke Ranch, Fischer USA, Florema and Selecta 

First Class. We are pleased that Roberto Lopez, a new 

fl oriculture faculty member at Purdue University, will 

be joining the trial program this fall at our northern trial 

location. Additionally, we would like to thank our dedi-

cated staff, including lead technical staffers Ingram 

McCall, North Carolina State University, and Carolyn 

Bartuska, University of Florida.

— John Dole and Jim Barrett



medium vigor. Florema cultivars 
are being promoted as suitable 
for cold-temperature production. 
Unfortunately, we had a warm fall 
and were not able to assess that 
characteristic.

‘Viking’ (Dümmen). For this cul-
tivar, the large bracts are medium 
red with darker-red young bracts. 
The bracts have a more rounded 
shape and lay flat. Branching is 
good and plants are uniform. Plants 
fl owered midseason. Foliage is dark 
green. Viking is promoted as being 
good for cool temperature produc-
tion; unfortunately, we had a warm 
fall and were unable to assess that 
characteristic.

White Cultivars 
‘Classic White’ (Ecke). ‘Classic 

White’ is well matched in overall 
appearance to ‘Classic Red’ with 
large, creamy-white to slightly yel-
lowish bracts. The foliage is dark 
green, and the bracts are held fl at 
to slightly upright. The cultivar 
was one of the darkest whites in 
the trial this year. At NCSU we 
fi nished plants cool, which prob-
ably accentuated the yellow cast. 
Regardless, this plant would be 

best used as a companion cultivar 
to ‘Classic Red’.

‘Early White’ (Fischer). True 
to its name, ‘Early White’ was the 
earliest fl owering white cultivar in 
the trial this year. Not surprisingly 
the plants were also low vigor. The 
fl at to droopy, creamy-white bracts 
were somewhat oak-leaf shaped. 
Leaves were dark green. The cul-
tivar will find a nice niche as an 
early-fl owering white.

‘Freedom Early White’ (Ecke). 
Although similar in appearance 
and growth habit to the other col-
ors in the Freedom Early series, 
this cultivar fl owered later. Plants 
fl owered early but not much more 
than the original Freedom. The 
appearance, however, was typical 
of the Freedom Early series with 
very large, droopy, creamy-white 
bracts. The leaves are dark green. 
Branching and uniformity are good. 

‘Infinity White’ (Dümmen). 
This cultivar has small, rounded, 
creamy-white bracts that are held 
upright. The young bracts have 
a greenish cast, and the overall 
appearance of the bracts is more 
greenish than most other white cul-
tivars. The plants are sturdy with 

uniform branching for easy sleev-
ing and growth habit is similar to 
‘Infi nity Red’. Plants are moderate 
vigor and fl owered late season, but 
only three days later than ‘Infi nity 
Red’ at NCSU.

‘Premium Polar’ (Dümmen). A 
great replacement for ‘Premium 
White’, this cultivar has much 
brighter white color. The bracts still 
have a bit of creamy-white cast but 
have none of the pale-apricot color 
in the young bracts that shows 
up in ‘Premium White’ when the 
plants are grown cool. The appear-
ance of ‘Premium Polar’ is similar 
to the rest of the Premium series 
with large rounded bracts and 

low vigor. Plants flowered early 
midseason with the rest of the 
Premium cultivars. 

Pink Cultivars 
‘Christmas Angel Dark Pink’ 

(Selecta). A cultivar in search of a 
category, this plant has dark pink-
ish-red bracts that appear light red 
indoors. The younger bracts are 
darker. The pink color is, unfortu-
nately, not bright enough to hold 
its own in the pink category but are 
not distinctive enough in the red cat-
egory. The bracts are fl at to upright. 
Plants fl owered midseason.

‘Classic Pink’ (Ecke). As with 
‘Classic White’, ‘Classic Pink’ is 
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Unclear choices in a fuzzy,
crowded and cluttered PGR market.

Always read and follow label directions.  *Trademark of SePRO Corporation.  © Copyright 2007 SePRO Corporation.

Introducing Topflor* Ornamental Plant Growth Regulator.
Production ornamental plant producers are “tuning in” to the new, all-in-one PGR that is active on the broadest range of crops, can be applied with a wide

variety of application techniques and demonstrates more efficient plant uptake when compared to other PGRs.  Topflor is a liquid flurprimidol formulation that
can be used on container-grown ornamentals in commercial nurseries, greenhouses, or shadehouses to make plants more desirable to the consumer by 
regulating their height while improving their shape, heartiness and quality.

‘Christmas Angel 
Dark Pink’



also well matched in overall 
appearance to ‘Classic Red’. The 
large, medium-pink bracts have 
darker-pink veins and young 
bracts and the older bracts have 
less of the gray cast that we see in 
many other pink cultivars. The foli-
age is dark green, and the bracts 
are held flat to slightly upright. 
This cultivar may fi nd a niche as 
a stand-alone cultivar but is prob-
ably best used as a companion cul-
tivar to ‘Classic Red’.

‘Estrella Pink’ (Florema). 
‘Estrella Pink’ is well matched to 
‘Estrella Red’, fl owering within one 
day of each other and similar in 
vigor. The bracts are medium pink 

with darker-pink veins, and older 
bracts faded with a slight gray-
ish cast. The small-sized bracts are 
fl at. Plants are well branched with 
dark-green foliage. This cultivar is 
probably best used as a companion 
cultivar to ‘Estrella Red’.

‘Freedom Early Pink’ (Ecke). As 
with other Freedom Early cultivars, 
the droopy bracts are strikingly 
large, with a medium-pink color. 
The older bracts have a gray cast 
and the younger bracts are darker 
pink. The leaves are dark green. 
This cultivar is well matched to 
the rest of the series in timing and 
growth habit. Branching and uni-
formity were good.

Marble Cultivars 
‘Freedom Early Marble’ (Ecke). 

This is another addition to the 
Freedom Early series and has the 
same very large bracts that hang 
down or droop. The marble bracts 
have a light-pink blaze with a 
very wide creamy white edge. The 
leaves are dark green. This cultivar 
is well matched to the rest of the 
series. Branching and uniformity 
were good.

‘Stargazer Marble’ (Florema). 
This variety has a classic marble 
pattern with a dark-pink blaze 
and creamy-white edges. There is 
excellent contrast between the pink 
and the white, more so than with 
some cultivars where the pink is 
quite pale. The foliage is very dark 
green, and bract display is fl at to 
slightly droopy. Branching and 
uniformity were excellent. Plants 
fl owered midseason.

Novelty Cultivars 
‘Christmas Feelings Apricot’ 

(Selecta). Ruffl ed apricot to pink 
peppermint-type bracts distin-
guish this cultivar. The bracts are 
fl at to droopy, and leaves are dark 
green. Plants fl owered midseason 

and are medium vigor. 
‘Christmas Feelings Crazy’ 

(Selecta). This cultivar has contort-
ed, ‘Avantgarde’-type bracts with a 
dark-pink blaze and creamy-white 
edges. A number of plants sport-
ed to pink or white normal-shaped 
bracts. The foliage is two-toned 
dark and gray-green. ‘Christmas 
Feelings Crazy’ is less vigorous than 
‘Avantgarde’ with a more com-
pact inflorescence but more vigor-
ous than ‘Strawberries and Cream’. 
It should work well in a variety of 
pot sizes. The bracts were fl at, and 
plants fl owered late season.

‘Eggnog’ (Ecke). This is a winter 
rose-type plant with curled leaves 
and bracts. However, it is a stand-
alone cultivar that is not part of 
either the Winter Rose series or the 
Early Winter Rose series. ‘Eggnog’ 
has large heads of creamy-white 
bracts and has a better appearance 
than other white winter rose-type 
cultivars. The plants are more vig-
orous, and fi nish timing is slightly 
later compared to ‘Winter Rose 
Early Red’. ‘Eggnog’ branches bet-
ter than ‘Winter Rose Dark Red’ 
and the inflorescences are larger 
than on any other winter rose cul-
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The Clear Choice for Top Quality.

Topflor regulates even the most vigorous varieties to enhance plant quality and pre-condition plants to handle the stress of the retail sales environment.
Until now, the search for the ideal PGR for the right crop at a given time has been fuzzy.  Today the choice is clear—eliminate the need for multiple PGRs with
Topflor.  For more information about Topflor Ornamental Plant Growth Regulator, visit our website 
at www.sepro.com or call 1-800-419-7779. Topflor*

Ornamental Plant Growth RegulatorSePRO Corporation Carmel, IN 46032
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‘Marco Polo’



tivars. Plants are moderate to low 
vigor with dark-green foliage. 
Plants fl owered midseason.

‘Freedom Peppermint’ (Ecke). 
While there is a wide assortment of 
colors in the Freedom family of cul-
tivars, this is the fi rst peppermint 
and fi lls a notable gap. ‘Freedom 
Peppermint’ bracts have an apri-
cot-pink color and darker-pink 
flecks. The bracts are large and 
droop as with other Freedom cul-
tivars. The leaves are dark green. 
This cultivar is well matched to 
the rest of the Freedom series in 
appearance and timing. ‘Freedom 
Peppermint’ may have better 
branching and stem strength than 
‘Freedom Red’.

‘ M a r c o  P o l o ’  ( R F  0 1 1 7 ) 
(Dümmen). A distinctive cultivar 
with dark, apricot-pink and red-
fl ecked bracts, this is possibly the 
darkest peppermint available. 
The strongly upright bracts pres-
ent a very different look. Plants 
are medium vigor and sturdy, 
allowing for easy sleeving. The 
foliage is dark green, and plants 
fl owered midseason.

‘Orange Spice’ (Ecke). This is 
the brightest orange-red cultivar 
available to date, more orange 
than ‘Cortez Electric Fire’. The 

upright bracts are elongated and a 
bit narrow, such that a fair amount 
of green shows through. In warm 
climates, the first bracts have a 
slightly pale red color, and the true 
orange color shows with subse-
quent bract development. The foli-
age is dark green, and plants are 
low to moderate vigor. 

This is generally an easy culti-
var to grow. The question with 
any novelty is marketing: This 
color would make it  a great 
Thanksgiving plant, especially 
well suited for early-season dis-

plays. Some are even looking at it 
for Halloween. However, it is 
naturally a late-season cultivar, 
so the plants would have to be 
black-clothed for early sales. 
Despite some rumors and confu-
sion, ‘Orange Spice’ is not in the 
Freedom family, does not resem-
ble the appearance or growth 
habit of Freedom and is not 
named ‘Freedom Orange’ in other 
parts of the world. In heat stress 
trials, ‘Orange Spice’ has devel-
oped misshapen leaves under the 
highest temperatures. At NCSU, 

‘Orange Spice’ looked great when 
combined with yellow-foliaged 
plants such as vinca ‘Illumination’ 
or crotons.  GPN

John Dole is professor of fl oriculture 
at North Carolina State University. 
Jim Barrett is professor of fl oriculture 
at University of Florida. They can be 
reached at john_dole@ncsu.edu and 
jbarrett@ufl .edu, respectively.
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2. Simply cut to desired length

Easily connects to another tube
or existing structural members
including walls and floors..

4.
3. Connects at any angle

6. Eliminates need for welders and
specialized brackets
Multiple uses in Greenhouses
and other outdoor structures.

7.

1/2”x13/4Made of special 1 ” rectangular tube
aluminum alloy with 1/8” thick tube walls

8.

5. Connects using self-drilling
tek screws - NO BRACKETS!

Available in 8’, 10, 12’, 14' or 16’ lengths9.

2F arer d
S des

2 Farer d/
2Lappep d/
(2F2L)

2 Lapped
S des

9 Reasons why YOU NEED
ourFlareTube !

1. Durable in all weather!Won’t rust, crack,
warp, split or peel.

Hook Sz. 1-5 6-11 12-24 25-49 50-99

6" Hook 30.00 26.00 23.00 21.00 19.00
12" Hook 32.00 28.00 25.00 23.00 21.00
15" Hook 34.00 30.00 27.00 25.00 23.00
18" Hook 36.00 32.00 29.00 27.00 25.00
24" Hook 38.00 34.00 31.00 29.00 27.00
30" Hook 41.00 37.00 34.00 32.00 30.00
36" Hook 44.00 40.00 37.00 35.00 33.00
42" Hook 48.00 44.00 41.00 39.00 37.00
48" Hook 52.00 48.00 45.00 43.00 41.00
54" Hook 56.00 52.00 49.00 47.00 45.00
60" Hook 60.00 56.00 53.00 51.00 49.00
Sizes can be mixed & matched for Quantity Prices. For 100+ boxes CALL for PRICE.

-Hooks are packed 100 per box.

10 gauge galvanized steel heavy wire.

11 Sizes AVAILABLE!

6" to 60" S-Hooks
Test the strength of our hooks!

TOLL FREE: 877-546-22578' lengths can ship by UPS. All others will go Common Carrier

Flare Tube Size 8-287 LF 288+ LF

8 ft Length $32.00/ea
10 ft Length
12 ft Length

Double headed Flare Tool $49.90 ea

$30.80/ea
$40.00/ea $38.50/ea
$48.00/ea $45.12/ea

14 ft Length
16 ft Length

$56.00/ea $53.90/ea
$64.00/ea $61.60/ea

Write in 737

The SunDair 
heating advantage

• Lower your energy costs
• Effi cient and dependable
• Converts easily from oil to gas, gas to oil
• Galvanized corrosion resistant cabinets
• Adaptable, versatile and reliable
• Attachments for all requirements
• Floormount, under bench or overhead 

suspension
• Available in stainless steel 
• Ask about our 10-year warranty

For more information or a FREE brochure 
of the complete improved SunDair line 
call 800-843-3312.

47143 250th St. • Baltic, SD 57003
800-843-3312 • www.sundermanmfg.com
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LearnMore For more 
information related to this article, go to 
www.gpnmag.com/lm.cfm/gp020801
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Right: ‘Eggnog’. Above: ‘Classic Red’. 
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