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Short CourseShort Course
2008 Wrap-Up2008 Wrap-Up
The 2008 OFA Short Course in The 2008 OFA Short Course in 
Columbus, Ohio, helped exhibitors Columbus, Ohio, helped exhibitors 
and attendees alike “Get Connected”! and attendees alike “Get Connected”! 
If you missed it, here’s a photo recap.If you missed it, here’s a photo recap.

Clockwise, from above: OFA President Bobby Barnitz 
of Bob’s Market & Greenhouses in Mason, W.V., kicks 
things off at the opening-day awards ceremony; GPN/
Nexus Intern of the Year Eric Pitzen accepts his award 
at the ceremony; Syngenta Flowers’ booth has a cheery 
farmers market feel, showcasing new varieties and old 
favorites alike; Ball Horticultural’s booth features an 
enticing display of its signature Wave petunias.

TT
his year’s OFA Short Course, sponsored 
by OFA — an Association of Floriculture 
Professionals — was held from July 12 
to 15 at Ohio’s Greater Columbus Con-
vention Center. 

About 10,000 members of the fl oriculture 
industry were in attendance, and the pervasive 
attitude on the show fl oor was overwhelmingly 
positive! Despite a shaky economy and a rough 
spring growing season, attendees were convivial 
and in high spirits, ready to hear about new prod-
ucts and industry initiatives by day — and net-
work and kick back by night.

Among this year’s focuses were sustainability, 
with many booths putting a heavy emphasis on 
their eco-friendly products, and education, with a 

full lineup of learning sessions for growers 
and retailers alike. Activities off the 

show fl oor included the Dramm 5K 
relay race, D.S. Cole Hockey and 

Unplugged, an opportunity for 
more than 300 young industry 
professionals to gather in a 
low-key setting with drinks 
and live music. 

Short Course is sure to 
be even bigger and just as 
exciting next year. Mark 
your calendars for July 11 
to 14, 2009!  ➧

By Paige WorthyBy Paige Worthy

from the roadfrom the road
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 INTRODUCING THE 
THE NEXT GENERATION OF GREENHOUSE COVERS

 

.

STRENGTH
Ten times stronger than conventional 
poly greenhouse covers.

LIFETIME
This material will last twice as long as
traditional poly. Save time and money 
by replacing less often. 

ENERGY
Treated with special additives that help 
conserve energy. These additives help
keep the heat in at night. 

LESS PESTS AND DISEASE
Renders insects blind inside the house 
and deters them from entering the 
greenhouse.

SOLAROOF™

www.pic-plast.com

SOLARIG  AND YOU ARE COVERED™

LIGHT TRANSMISSION
Excellent light transmission 88%.

ANTI-DRIP
Fabrics are coated with a special 
anti-drip layer.

DIFFUSED LIGHT
This material creates diffused light in 
the greenhouse.

 • Prevents the formation of strong shadows. 
      Light surrounds the plants from 
      all directions.
 •  Diffused  light prevents plants from getting 
       overheated or burnt. 
 • Reduces the amount of water needed for 
     irrigation.

  Benefits of Diffused Light:

Available in the North East through 
Griffi n Greenhouse & Nursery Supplies.

Robert Marvel Plastic Mulch, LLC
2425 Horseshoe Pike • Annville, PA 17003 

717-838-0974 or 1-800-478-2214 • Fax: 717-838-0978 
Email: Info@robertmarvel.com • Web: www.RobertMarvel.com

Available on the West Coast through AHS.

Write in 760

Clockwise, from far left: Proven Winners’ 
director of new products, Rick Schoellhorn, 
records video before the fl oor opens; Summit 
Plastic Company’s booth touts its new “Eco 
360” line of products; GPN Associate Editor 
Jasmina Radjevic and Managing Editor Paige 
Worthy put in a little time at the Lawn & 
Garden Retailer and GPN booth.
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propagation tray manufacturer

1.888.453.5961

www.beaverplastics.com

Cavities 
designed 

for growth!

Write in 728

Clockwise, from top left: Suntory’s booth 
boasts a rustic shed and a wealth of new vari-
eties; GPN Editorial Director Tim Hodson, 
Scott Lueder of Floral Plant Growers, Jim 
Barrett of the University of Florida and 
Vision Group’s Dave Edenfi eld lead a dis-
cussion on the state of the growing industry; 
the GPN staff prepares for its awards recep-
tion; two members of the winning Svensson 
team hand off the baton during the Dramm 
relay race. GPN

 LearnMore
For more information 
related to this article, go to 
www.gpnmag.com/lm.cfm/gp090802

Paige Worthy is managing editor 
of GPN. She can be reached at 
pworthy@sgcmail.com or (847) 391-
1050.


