VARIETY INFORMATION

‘My Fair Maiden’

‘Bandwidth’

Capanded Cfferings in

Recent university breeding yields three exciting — and sterile — cultivars.

BY JOHN FRIEL

merica’s favorite ornamental grass
A genus has acquired several promising

new varieties. And more are just over
the horizon.

Thanks to partnerships between university
research and commercial growers, three
fresh forms of Miscanthus sinensis are now
coming available for planting in 2017. These
varieties were bred specifically to be infertile,
so gardeners and designers can forget any
localized concerns about self-sowing.

Growers, retailers, designers and gardeners will
want to make room for these two, from breeding
at North Carolina State University (NCSU):

* ‘My Fair Maiden’. This is the most vigorous
grower of the trio. With 6-foot columns of
sturdy blades and flower plumes reaching
to 9 feet, it forms a dramatic mass in
the landscape. The solid green blades
feature prominent white midribs.

* ‘Bandwidth’. Utterly unlike the above,
this compact form stands just 3 feet tall
at maturity — and that’s to the tops of
the plumes. The name comes from the
motherlode of broad gold bands that
spangle its rich green foliage. The habit is
tight and petite. The variety has performed
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well for three years in multiple trial
locations, and has stood up well to the heat
of Florida summers.

And for this one, from the University of

Georgia (UGA):

e ‘Scout’. Graceful habit, slender blades and
attractive fall color inspire comparisons to
‘Gracillimus’, an elegant, long-time industry
standard. Plumes rise to about 6 feet.
Foliage is solid green with a slender white
midrib, taking on warm, vibrant fall colors
as temperatures decrease.

VARIATIONS IN MISCANTHUS

It bears mentioning that as grass genera go,
miscanthus is already pretty rich and diverse.
Major producers generally offer at least a dozen
varieties, often more. But that hardly puts it in
the same ballpark as other perennial categories
like coreopsis, echinacea or heuchera, let alone
hemerocallis or hosta, with literally thousands of
named cultivars introduced over the years.

And unlike other perennials, where differences
tend to be subtle, the variations in miscanthus
can be dramatic. Heights range from cute little
3-footers like ‘Gold Bar’ and ‘Bandwidth’ all
the way up to ‘Giganteus’, which stretches

‘Scout’

beyond the 10-foot mark. Blades may be solid
green, longitudinally striped, or cross-hatched
with gold bars, wide or narrow. Some cultivars
bloom early, some late and many have strikingly
beautiful fall foliage.

Miscanthus enjoys a prominent place in public
plantings such as parks, commercial landscapes
and especially golf courses. Maintenance is
simple: Once dormant, plants can either be
trimmed severely (just a few inches tall) or left
to stand through winter. Many gardeners choose
the latter option so they can enjoy the structure,
movement and sound of the dry dormant foliage.
Come spring, the previous season’s growth
should be cut back hard to make way for new
growth, taking care not to injure emerging blades.

STRIDES IN BREEDING

With a century of selections and introductions
on the books, considerable winnowing has
occurred. So the bar is already set pretty high,
and to break into the market, new varieties need
to offer something of significance. UGA Professor
Emeritus Wayne Hanna is a renowned breeder
whose repertoire encompasses tiny turf for golf
courses, and towering tropical pennisetum. He
set a goal to produce “desirable miscanthus that
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on its strengths.” And according to
Greg Soles of Darwin Perennials,
“We’re in the early stages of
developing infertile grasses to
supplement existing varieties. To
be introduced, they must bring real
improvements to market. It's not
enough that they’re infertile.”
Darwin has identified six
more varieties, also infertile, for
potential introduction later in
2017. Final decisions will be made
after a complete evaluation of
overwintering performance in Zones
5 and 6. Liners will be available
from Emerald Coast Growers and
other licensed propagators.

CULTURE NOTES

Miscanthus is a classic warm-
season grass, growing most strongly
as daylength and temperatures
increase. Other popular genera that
fall into this loose category, and
which should respond well to the
same general cultural practices,
include pennisetum and panicum.
Flowering occurs from mid-summer

Ay
[
. e

Need more time in'your dreefihguse?

into autumn, depending on variety. Put your hands on the industry’s most complete online ordering tool.
Compared to panicum, miscanthus .
is less light-sensitive but prefers mch utchlson.com

more feed. »
Some growers choose to bring ’ v

on warm-season grass containers
indoors for early sales, using M C H UTC H | SO N
supplemental heat and extended- Employee Owned  Vested inYou

daylength lighting, to kick start
emergence and growth. Others n

prefer to bulk containers outdoors - The new mchutchison.com Major Online Conveniences:
in summer/fall, then overwinter for is the industry’s most complete > TP i - ove NS hunidkedsIoR vendors
greater size and root mass in spring. online resource for availability,  The industry’s broadest vendor list for unrooted cuttings, plugs, liners,

Containers can be moved outdoors ordering, tracking and saving prefinished and finished nursery, bareroots and bulbs, plus greenhouse
once danger of frost is past and N timeapgertl S F e hardgoods.
nights are consistently warm. o il W * The easiest online order management system for entry, easy updates

To overwinter indoors, keep aEREESLE ; ,
h t t b * Order online from multiple vendors at one time and have orders
greennouse temperatures above

automatically broken up into multiple purchase orders.
23° F. Apply a fungicide drench, and

* Access all order history and billing information.
remove dead foliage before plants s Keyword search for products, rather than having to know the exact
go dormant.

listing of a plant you need to buy.
In February, turn up heat and * Get instant order confirmations, order changes and freight options.
turn on the lights. Trim away
remaining old foliage. Begin a
preventive fungicide rotation when
foliage emerges.

* Better prepare your labor for arriving shipments by following your open
orders with tracking numbers on all major carriers and details on all
grower deliveries and alternative shipping methods.

Expand your opportunities and start saving time.
mchutchison.com
or call 800.943.2230 to learn more




