vaughn's view

BY VAUGHN FLETCHER

Audacious
INIENN ANNUALS

Each year, Costa Farms in Florida hosts the big kickoff to the trial season.
These 2020 annual introductions were standout performers and should
be on your radar as you plan next year’s production.

have always looked
forward with excitement 2
and enthusiasm to

beginning of the trial season
at Costa Farms in southern

J Florida. This is one of the

premier annual and perennial
Vaughn Fletcher trials with many of the new
and most unique introductions for
Fletcher Consulting. 2020. I visited the trial week 4 when
He has been in the everything was in the early stages

of growth and returned week 12 to
evaluate more mature and colorful
plants. The trial material was planted
around week 50 in beds, so what I
observed following 14 weeks of heat,
humidity and rain is what you would
expect to see in many northern trials 3
later in August.

My focus is on plant habit and
flowers, specifically the attributes of
intense coloration, uniqueness, color
stability, saturation and floriferousness.
The varieties I have highlighted are in
summer trials throughout the country
and will demonstrate many of the
attributes described in this article. This
is Part 1 of my overview of the trial,
and Part 2 in July will highlight new
perennial introductions.

is president of

horticulture industry
since 1971, working in
many areas including
landscaping, garden
center and greenhouse
production, greenhouse
and nursery sales and
sales management.
He can be reached at
vfletcher9@gmail.com.
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1. BEGONIA ‘VIKING RED ON
CHOCOLATE’
Sakata

The begonia introductions
the past few years have been
outstanding and groundbreaking,
and this development continues
with the hybrid Viking seed series
for 2020. This is comprised of a
midsize series of eight colors and
the larger, more vigorous XL series
of four colors which includes the
All-America Selections winner Red
on Chocolate. This variety was
eye catching with the exceptional
contrasting vibrant flower color
and deep dark foliage. Both series
displayed high impact with upright
vigor, uniformity, lustrous foliage
and prodigious flowers. The flower
size and canopy coverage matches
competitive series in its class, based
on this trial.

2. BEGONIA ‘TOPHAT ROSE
BICOLOR’
Syngenta Flowers

Three colors were introduced for
production in 2019: Pink, Scarlet
and White. Rose Bicolor is the
new addition for 2020, and it had
large, well-defined, distinctive
and stable rose bicolor flowers
in January and in late March. The
series was represented in multiple
trial sites last year and manifested
outstanding performance
throughout the summer. The
attributes manifested in the trials
included flower stability, extra large
flowers matching the competition in
this class, mounded form and strong
branching. I was impressed with the
durability in the trial beds and the
flower coverage. This is a versatile
series with production application in
306 packs, gallons, patio containers
and ultimately consumer containers,
beds and landscape sites.

3. COLEUS ‘STAINED
GLASSWORKS VELVET’
Diimmen Orange

When I think about the plethora
of annual introductions over the
past 10 years and the genus that
has become ubiquitous in multiple
trials and wholesale and retail
programs it is solenostemon,
commonly called coleus.

We have a multitude of coleus The Stained Glassworks collection  year. One of the introductions for
vegetative series and collections has been in the market for many 2020 is Velvet, with a velvety leaf
available now, including years, and Dimmen Orange texture, a chartreuse midrib and
rediscovered older varieties and continues to add varieties to burgundy margin. This is a shade-
many with multicolored foliage, the collection every year. I adaptable selection and was the
assorted sizes, habits, leaf shapes, highlighted the outstanding color most dynamic and colorful in the
and sun or shade adaptability. and performance of Royalty last Costa trial. There are 14 varieties
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Sizzling spray of color

GAILLARDIA SPINTOP

Selected for large flowers and vibrant colors

Earliest and strongest Gaillardia on the market

Blooms late spring through late summer

Excellent retail appeal and landscape performance

SPINTOP
RED
STARBURST

Discover the difference at DummenOrange.com
Diimmen Orange | 250 South High Street, Suite 650, Columbus, OH 43215 | 614-850-9551 | Info. NA@DummenOrange.com
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in this collection, and they are wonderful accents plants in borders,
4 beds and containers.

4. CUPHEA ‘HONEYBELLS’
Ball FloraPlant
There are more than 250 species of cuphea, and we are most familiar
with varieties within the species ignea, hyssopifolia, micropetalia,
ramosissima and llavea. This genus is native to warm temperate and
tropical regions and provides exceptional garden performance with
heat and drought tolerance. ‘Honeybells’ is a standalone interspecific
cuphea with distinctive and eye-popping bicolor rose and light yellow
tipped tubular shaped flowers. It is floriferous with a semi-trailing
habit. It was utilized in basket and container combinations and was
flowering prolifically in late January and late March. This variety will
have outstanding application in mixed containers and baskets in part
shade to full sun and will endure and thrive throughout the summer. We
5 have seen some exciting cuphea introductions, and this will continue
as breeders tap the genetic potential due in part to the exceptional
summer application of this genus.

5. LANTANA BANDOLERO SERIES
Syngenta Flowers

Syngenta has developed and introduced many outstanding lantana
series including Bandana, Landscape Bandana, Bandito and, for 2020,
the Bandolero. One of the important breeding goals of this introduction
is to give growers a vigorous series that can grow and finish under cooler
conditions.

This new series is comprised of six varieties — Cherry Sunrise,
Guava, Pineapple, Red, Pink, and White — which were represented

TAKE NOTICE! COMMAND ATTENTION!

MasterTag now offers a

NEW TAG

Ensure that shoppers see new products

m Research validates that most shoppers want to

see something new when visiting a garden center
*When polled, 46% of consumers said that new products will influence
them to visit garden centers more often. -HGP

m Highly visible color and design draws attention
to the featured item.

In stock and ready to order! mastertag.com = 1-800-253-0439

M MdS[QfTﬁq Providing practical and affordable solutions for growers, retailers, and consumers!



in the trial. What was eye catching was 6

the large multicolored inflorescences on a
mounded but vigorous plant. This series

is promoted as an improved Bandana with
30% more vigor and larger umbels. This
will be important for northern and southern
growers and will provide a series with a
unique mix of colors. Production application
will be 2.5 quarts, combinations, patio
containers and beds.

6. LANTANA ‘HOT BLOODED’
Syngenta Flowers

This standalone variety had a limited
release for the spring season and will be
available as a URC and in liner form from
regional root and sell suppliers for 2020.
Syngenta has trialed ‘Hot Blooded’ in

multiple locations since 2016, and sterility 8

has been confirmed through rigid testing
protocols. This variety is more vigorous

than the Bandana series, and it manifested

a high umbel count in the trial with deep

red flowers and a mounded, well branched
habit. Flower cycling should be minimal

with no seed formation, and flowering

should be heavy throughout the season.
Production application will include 2.5 quarts,
combinations and patio containers. Expect to
see this variety is summer trials throughout
the country and performance information

will be available. Syngenta plans to trial and
introduce additional varieties to build a series
in the future.
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A-V BENCH SYSTEMS

* A-V plastic Bench Tops are available in two sizes and may be
attached to any type frame.

¢ A-V plastic Bench Tops are strong enough to walk on when
properly supported and are UV protected for long life.

¢ A-V plastic Bench Tops provide a safe, ssooth working
surface — no tipping or catching of frays and no sharp edges.

A-V International

P.O. Box 336, Broadway, VA 22815 USA

Phone: (540) 896-6378 « Toll-free: (800) 328-6378
FAX: (540) 896-7079 « Email: AgriAVINT@aol.com

www.a-vinternational.com
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£ RELIABLE
VENTILATION EQUIPMENT

Family-Owned
Since 1937

Quietaire’s Angle Flow:
Aluminum or Galvanized.
Designed to maximize
efficiency.

Quietaire’s Stainless Steel Evaporative
Cooling System:

No sump required.

Replacement

cooling pads

also available.

Quietaire’s HAF18: Affordable option
to move air through your greenhouse.

Serving the greenhouse
industry for over 75

years with prompt

service and durable,

low maintenance and
quality ventilation products.

uietaire @

www.quietaire.com  info@quietaire.com
866-228-9421 Fax 713-228-9425
505 North Hutcheson Houston, TX 77003
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7. PETUNIA ‘EASY WAVE LAVENDER
SKY BLUF’
PanAmerican Seed

PanAmerican Seed continues to add to this
series on a consistent basis, and Lavender
Sky Blue has been introduced for 2020. It
was characterized in the trial by outstanding
uniformity, mounded growth habit, eye-catching
color gradation and a prolific flower canopy.
The flower shades will be darker under cooler
temperatures and lower light conditions in the
northern regions. This variety requires 9.5 hours
to trigger bud initiation. This will be an excellent
color component in mixed containers and basket
programs and will provide outstanding garden
performance as demonstrated by the series over
many seasons.
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8. SALVIA BUCHANANII X for 2020. It is comprised of eight minimal, there was no incidence but with a more controlled and
‘FASHION ROSE’ colors including two bicolors. of powdery mildew, and the plants  compact growth habit. This is a
Green Fuse Botanicals The spreading Vanessa series manifested strong color retention competitive and crowded class,

In the last two years we have was entered in multiple trials throughout the season with but based on performance last
seen the introduction of remarkable throughout North America last excellent flower coverage. The year and in this early trial it
interspecific salvia, and the year, and the performance was Vanessa compacts in the Costa is comparable and a serious
Fashion series for 2020 augments outstanding. Flower cycling was trial reflected the same attributes challenger. 9PN

the assortment. This species is
sometimes called Fuchsia Sage
with pendulous tubular flowers and . '
aromatic, dark green, glossy foliage. R g t O‘A’
This series appeared more compact e ls er v

than other interspecifics in the trial. . s . .
The upright architecture coupled Cultivatel9is your opportunlty to

with the flower canopy rising above experience the best event in the industry
the foliage will make for a dramatic for cultivating personal, professional
thriller in containers and in bed .

and business growth.

plantings. There are five colors in
the series, and Rose, with black
calyxes and a delicate pink blush %A M H :
corolla, was the most vivacious and m e rl Ca n Ort
eye catching. This series can be @ s

used in partial shade or full sun. It is Presents cultlvatelg

daylength neutral and matures at 24
to 30 inches. Last, but not least, the

series is a magnet for hummingbirds July 13-16, 2019

and butterflies. Greater Columbus Convention Center
Columbus, Ohio USA

9. VINCA CORA XDR SERIES
Syngenta Flowers

The first question that comes to
mind is, “What is XDR?” The answer
is extra disease resistance! This
new genetic series, comprised of
10 colors and a mix for 2020, has
undergone independent rigorous
testing in North America. It offers
significant improvements over
classic Cora, including greater
disease resistance from 20 isolates
of aerial Phytophthora, and improved
vigor, uniformity, branching and
floriferousness. These attributes
were evident in the Costa trial. There
is no true red in the XDR series, so
the Classic Red will remain. It is,
however, the only disease-resistant
red on the market, but has not
reached the highest XDR standards
of the new series. The XDR series
will include the first polka dot in the
Coras. We will see new core and
novelty colors in the near future.

AmericanHort.org/Cultivate

10. VERBENA X HORTENSIS
‘VANESSA COMPACT PURPLE’
Danziger

Danziger introduced the Vanessa

series two years ago and introduced
. Cultivate: An Event for the Entire Green Industry.
the new sub series Vanessa Compact .
Perform better, grow stronger, and prepare for the future as a member of AmericanHort,
the green industry’s leading association. Experience where it all comes together at Cultivate,
A . H . the industry’s premier event for new knowledge, products, varieties, and connections.
merican-ort Join us today, and see how we're better together. AmericanHort.org/Join






